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Manchus. All the same, a fortification which has held its own for
almost twenty centuries is no mere trifle. Those we build nowa-
days are useless after ten years and have got to be renewed at
enormous cost.
As for China proper, not counting Mongolia and Manchuria
and Tibet and Turkestan, it is a vast circle neatly divided into
three almost equal parts by the Yang-tze-Kiang in the south and
the Hwang-Ho in the north. The northern part, in which Peking
is situated, has very cold winters and moderately hot summers, as
a result of which the people eat millet and no jice. The central part,
protected against the winds from the north by the Tsing-ling-shaa
range, has a much warmer climate and a much denser population
which eats rice and does not know the sight or taste of grain. Tic
third part, south China, has warm winters and very hot and moist
summers, and cultivates everything that will grow in the tropia.
Northern China is again divided into two parts, the mountain
regions of the west and the plains of the east. These mountaia
regions of the west are the famous loess country. Loess is a very
fine sort of loam, looking a yellowish grey, and it is very porous,
as a result of which the rain of Heaven disappears as last as it
touches the earth, while rivers and brooks cut themselves deep
ravines which make travel from one part of the country to tk
other as difficult as it is in Spain.
The plain of the east is situated on the Gulf of Chih-li which
is so rapidly being filled up with the deposits carried down by
the Hwang-Ho that it is almost unnavigable and has no good
harbour. A little further towards the north there is another river,
much smaller than the Hwang-Ho but quite as useless from tk
point of view of navigation. This is the Pei-Ho, which has the
distinction of being the great drainage canal which looks after the
sewage disposal of the former Chinese capital, Peking. As con-
ditions in China change from hour to hour, I will merely say thai
Pricing has been the capital of the Celestial Empire for nine cen-
turies, or ever since the days when William of Normandy con-
quered England, but that I have no idea whether at Ac time tint
book goes to press it will be the Chinese capital, a mere CMoeat
city, or tbc temporary or definite residence of a Japanese general